RATHBUN LINEAGE

Ancestors of Francis Louisa Rathbun

Francis Louisa Rathbun was born on May 16, 1918 in Stephentown, NY; d. March 6, 1998 in Stephentown.  She was the daughter of Perry Rathbun and Clovis Carr. (She is pictured in Stephentown Historical Album #2, page 29, holding Francis Louisa)  She married #1 Arthur W. Staples. (He appears in Stephentown Historical Album #1 on the last page with a county road crew, including my grandfather, Nelson Sweener). Arthur was born 1912, and d. 1964 in Stephentown.

Notes for Francis Louisa Rathbun:

She was a graduate of Berlin High School.  She was employed in the cafeteria of the Stephentown Elementary School, and at the Columbia-Rensselaer Telephone Company, now the Taconic Telephone and the Berkshire Farm for Boys in Canaan where she was the switchboard operator.  She retired in 1991.  She was the founder of the Stephentown Fire Belles.  Burial in Garfield Cemetery, Garfield, NY

Obit: March 8, 1999, Berkshire Eagle, Pittsfield, MA.

Notes for Arthur W. Staples:

He is buried in Garfield Cemetery, Stephentown, NY.  He was the fire chief in Stephentown.  Buried in Garfield Cemetery.  Arthur b. January 20, 1912 and d. 1964, was the son of William Otis Staples and Jenny Martin.  Jenny, was born on August 4, 1892 and died December 28, 1912 was the daughter of Dewit Martin and AdaBelle Wheeler.  AdaBelle later married Wilson Sweener, son of Pascal and Sarah Carr Sweener. 

Following Jenny’s death, Will Staples married Anna Mary Sweener (1893-1958), daughter of George Sweener and Mary Hunt.  George was the son of Pascal and Sarah Carr Sweener. 

Generation 2

Perry Rathbun, b. October 3, 1877 in Hancock, Berkshire, MA; d. March 1966 in Garfield.  He was the son of Norman Orlando Rathbun and Diane Wightman.  He married Clovis Carr, b. December 12, 1880 in NY; d. 1948.  She was the daughter of Melville Carr and Frances Goodrich.

Notes for Perry Rathbun:

Perry owned and operated The Jewel Tea Company in Stephentown Center, NY.

Birth Certificate: Mass. Births Book 286 Page 42

Buried in Garfield Cemetery.

Federal Census: 1900 Williamstown, MA

More about Clovis Carr:

Buried in Garfield Cemetery

Genealogy: The Carr Book page 442

Children of Perry Rathbun and Clovis Carr:

1. Ashley B. d. bef. August 10, 1988 in Stephentown

2. Harold P. b. August 3, 1902 in Cheshire, MA; d. November 3, 1954; m. Wealthy Southard; b. Stephentown; d. October 9, 1931 in Pittsfield, MA.  Both buried Garfield Cemetery.

3. Casper C. b. January 18, 1904 in Hancock, MA; d. May 4, 1970 in Pittsfield; m. Hazel Hassan on June 5, 1922 in Rensselaer County, NY; b. July 14, 1904 in NY; d. May 23, 1976 in New Lebanon, NY (Note: Birth Certificate: Mass.  Births Book 542 Page 65) Buried Garfield Cemetery.  Picture of Hazel in Vol. 1 Stephentown Historical Society Album. (Note from Tina: my grandmother Florence is in the picture as well with her brother Roy and sister Adelaide)

4. Amos Forrest b. November 17, 1906 in Rens. Cty., NY; d. February 14, 1984 in Northampton, MA. Buried: Garfield Cemetery.  Note: He was a retired employee of the NY Depart. Of Transportation at his death.  He was an Army veteran of World War I.

5. Hazel D. b. 1910 in Ren. Cty., NY ; married Ralph Barrett March 17, 1932 in Rens. Cty., NY.  He was b. September 5, 1909; d. May 1985 in Stephentown.

6. Francis Louisa b. May 16, 1918 in Stephentown; d. March 6, 1998 in Stephentown; m. Arthur W. Staples

Wesley L. b. May 29, 1923 in Stephentown; d. December 1987 in Stephentown; m. Bertha Gundrum, who d. 1992 in Stephentown.  Note: He was a veteran of World War II serving as a marine in the South Pacific.  He was part of the first Marine landing party in Hiroshima and Nagasaki after the dropping of the atomic bomb.  He was a amphibious tank mechanic and later worked from 1948 to 1963 as a independent milk trucker for Sheffield Farms in Chatham, NY.  He also worked for the Plumbers and Steam Fitters local in Latham, NY.

Generation 3

Norman Orlando Rathbun b. June 7, 1841 in Stephentown; d. November 12, 1923 in Hancock, Berkshire, MA.  He was the son of Norman Rathbun and Emelia D. Babcock.  He married Diane Wightman b. December 1846 in Hancock; d. 1923 in Hancock.  She was the daughter of Nathaniel Washington Wightman and Hannah F. Perry.  Note: Federal Census 1880 Hancock, Berkshire, MA.  Diane was living with Perry in 1920. Federal census 1920 Rensselaer County, NY.  

Children of Norman Rathbun and Diane Wightman:

1. Charles Earnest b. March 17, 1868 in Hancock; d. 1945 in Pittsfield; m. Nora M. Thomas about 1892; b. June 1878 in NY; d. 1937 in Pittsfield.  Note on Charles: Birth Certificate: Mass. Births Book 205 Page 45.  Federal census: 1900 Cheshire, Berkshire, MA.

2. Hannah D. b. October 6, 1871 in Hancock; d. May 7, 1873 I Hancock.  

3. Alfred N. b. July 29, 1874 in Stephentown; d. December 30, 1938 in Hancock; m. Blanche May Carr on March 1, 1896 in Stephentown, b. April 18, 1874 in Hancock; d. February 18, 1949 in Hancock.  Note:  He was a farmer and is buried in Garfield Cemetery. Death Certificate:  Mass. Vital Deaths Vol. 43 Page 190.  Federal census: 1900 Hancock. MA.  Notes for Blanche Carr: Her remains were taken to Stephentown where she was buried at Garfield Cemetery.  Death Certificate: Mass. Vital Deaths Vol. 48 Page 447.  Genealogy: The Carr Book page 442.

4. Perry b. October 3, 1877 in Hancock; d. March 1966 in Garfield; married Clovis Carr, 1901, daughter of Melville Carr and Frances Goodrich.  

Children of Melville Carr and Frances Goodrich:

· Blanche May m. Alfred N. Rathbun

· Clovis m. Perry Rathbun in 1901

Generation 4

Norman Rathbun b. July 12, 1805 in Berlin, NY; d. May 15, 1897 in Berlin, NY.  He was the son of John Rathbun and Elizabeth Babcock.  He married Emelia D. Babcock about 1829 in Berlin.  

Emelia was b. September 12, 1911 in Berlin; d. February 13, 1882 in Berlin.  Note: Boigraphy: January 1990, The Rathbun-Rathbone-Rathburn Family Historian Vo. 10 Page 14.  Burial in Center Berlin Baptist Cemetery, Berlin NY. Federal census: 1850 Stephentown, NY

Children of Norman Rathbun and Emelia D. Babcock:

1. John Thomas b. April 1830 in Stephentown; d. 1914 in Berlin; m. Elizabeth P. Burdick in NY; b. August 1836 in NY; d. 1913 in Berlin.  Note: He was listed as a laborer in the 1880 census of Berlin. Buried in Center Berlin Baptist.  Census 1880 Berlin page 36 household number 351.  Fed. Census 1860, Berlin.  Note for Elizabeth: In 1880 her occupation was listed as “works on shirts”.  Buried in Center Berlin Baptist.  

2. Roger b. July 27, 1833 I Stephentown; d. August 12, 1842 in Stephentown.  Buried in Center Berlin Baptist.  

3. Orlo Howard b. February 22, 1839 in Stephentown; d. 1897 in Berlin; m. #1 Annie Shaw about 1858; b. December 2 1833 in NY; d. bef. 1873 in Berlin; #2 Ida Jane Ellsworth 1873; b. August 7, 1856 in NY; d. 1905.  Note: Orlo was listed as a laborer in 1880 in Berlin.  Buried Center Berlin Baptist. Census 1880, Berlin, Page 36, household # 353. Federal census 1880, Berlin.  Note for Annie Shaw: In 1880 her occupation was listed as “works on shirts”.  

Norman Orlando b. June 7, 1841 in Stephentown; d. November 12, 1923 in Hancock; m. Diane Wightman.

4. Phebe Sophronia b. April 16, 1843 in Stephentown; d. September 20, 1926 in Berlin; m. Charles Murray Saunders after 1860 in Berlin; b. June 25, 1840 in NY; d. December 24, 1918 in Berlin.  Note: She was a home servant in 1860.  Buried in Center Berlin Baptist.  Federal census: 1860 Stephentown.  Note for Charles:   They lived in Berlin, NY in 1880.  He was a cheese box maker.  He served in Company 16th  Regiment Mass. Volunteers.  Buried Center Berlin Baptist.  Federal Census: 1880 Berlin.  

5. Henry Barber b. September 1845 in Stephentown; d. March 1, 1892 in Columbia County, NY age 46y6m6d; m. Clarissa M. Dymond about 1865; b. November 1848 in NY; d. July 12, 1917 in Rens. Cty.  Note: Biography: July 1991, The Rathbun-Rathbone-Rathburn Family Historian Vol. 11 # 3 Page 40.  (Hence referred to as TRRRFH) Buried Hillside Cem. Stephentown.  Fed. Cen. 1880 Stephentown.

6. George R. b. August 30, 1847 in Stephentown; d. August 31, 1847 in Stephentown

George R. b. March 15, 1849 in Stephentown; d. August 31, 1849 in Stephentown.  Buried in Center Berlin Baptist.

Generation 5

John Rathbun b. January 4, 1783 in North Kingstown, Washington, RI; d. August 19 1859 in Berlin Center, NY.  He was the son of Roger Rathbun and Mary Eldred.  He married Elizabeth Babcock on February 24, 1804 in Berlin.  Elizabeth was b. May 27, 1784 in Westerly, Washington, RI; d. June 30, 1877 in Berlin Center.  She was the daughter of John Barber Babcock and Sophrona ___.  Note: He service in the War of 1812 as a sergeant in Co. Peter Vosburg’s 9th New York Regiment, under Captain James Warren in Lt. Col. Green’s Regiment and with Captain Edward Whitford in Col. William Knickerbocker'’ 45th New York Militia.  Biography: July 1984, TRRRFH Vol. 4 #3 Page 45. Buried Center Berlin Baptist.  Federal Census: 1820 Berlin.  Note for Elizabeth:

She was living with her son, Daniel R., in 1860.  Buried Center Berlin Baptist.   Federal census 1860 Berlin.

Children of John Rathbun and Elizabeth Babcock:

1. Norman b. July 12, 1805 in Berlin; d. May 15, 1897 in Berlin; m. Emelia D. Babcock about 1820 in Berlin. 

2. Thomas b. 1807 in Berlin.

Maria Elizabeth b. 1808 Berlin; d. June 29, 1894 in Barry County, Illinois; m. Philander Wilson Gorton 1836 in Berlin; b. 1810; d. May 30, 1880.

3. John Babcock b. 1810 in Berlin; d. aft. 1880; m. Ruth Smith about 1838; b. 1816 in NY; d. aft. 1880.  Note: They moved in Bustie, Chautauqua County, NY.  By 1860 he lived in Tuscola County, Michigan.  They did live in Ohio for a few years.  Ruth was called “insane” in 1850 and two of their children were living with relatives in Berlin. In later census records, the family was together again.  He was a carpenter-joiner.  Biography: January 1990 TRRRFH Vol. 10 #1 Page 14.  Fed. Cen. 1850 Buste, NY.

4. Phebe Sophrona b. April 29, 1812 in Berlin; d. May 24, 1903 in Berlin.  m. Charles Saunders.  Buried Center Berlin Baptist.   Notes: Federal Census: 1860 Berlin

5. Abigail Catherine b. July 31, 1814 in Berlin; d. February 4, 1897 in North Platte Nebraska; m. Calvin Thomas Silvernail October 22, 1842 in Berlin; b. May 13, 1815 in Sand Lake, NY; d. October 22, 1893 in Gibbon, Buffalo, Nebraska.  Notes: Family Group Sheets: December 1997, submitted by Gerald Faller of Mt. Vernon, Washingotn.  

6. Esther b. November 10, 1816 in Berlin; d. December 15, 1893 in Gibbon, Buffalo, Nebraska; m. Percy Terry Davis February 6, 1841 in Berlin; b. September 6, 1816 in Stephentown; d. June 19, 1899 in Gibbon.  Notes: Genealogy: January 30, 2000, email with Genealogy by Carol Thatcher Hall.  

7. Henry b. April 19, 1819 in Berlin; d. October 13, 1872 in Arbella, Michigan; m. Betsey Thwigg December 14, 1848 in Charedon, Geauga, Ohio; b. August 14, 1828 in Charedon, Ohio; d. aft. 1876 in Arbella, Michigan.  Notes:  He was listed as a farmer at his death.  He lived in Arbella County, Michigan in 1860 and in Charedon, Ohio. Biography: April 1990 TRRRFH Vol. 10 # 2 Page 28.  Death certificate: 1872, Michigan State Index Vol. 2 Page 241.  Fed. Cen. 1850, Auburn, Ohio.  More about Betsey Thwigg: Genealogy: 1883 Thwing by Walter Eliot Thwing Pages 64 and 129 # 229. 

8. Daniel R. b. 1824 in Berlin; d. December 22, 1861 Berlin; m. Emeline M. Boone July 4, 1857 in Berlin; b. July 10, 1834 in Berlin; d. after 1902 in Englewood, Illinois.  Daniel was a portrait painter.  Biography: April 1990, TRRRFH Vol. 10 # 2 Page 28. Fed. Cen. 1860 Berlin.  

Generation 6

Roger Rathbun b. 1741 in North Kingstown, Washington, RI; d. March 19, 1833 in N. Kingstown, RI.  He was the son of Samuel Rathbun and Abigail Eldred.  He married Mary Eldred in N. Kingstown, RI .  Mary Eldred b. 1744 in N. Kingstown, RI; d. Nov. 2, 1805 in N. Kingstown.  She was the daughter of Seth Eldred and Mary Eldred.  Notes:  He was a member of the militia in 1768.  He was a member of the Six Principles Baptist Chruch in 1771.  He service in 1775 and 1776 in Col. Archibald Crary’s Rhode Island Regiment under Captain Thomas Cole.  He was appointed ensign.  He service again under John Carr I Col. Crary’s Regiment.  He was later under Col. James Varnum.  He was captured, as his name appeared on a list of prisoners on the Old Jersey Prison Ship in New York Harbor.  He re-enlisted April 3, 1782 and service nine months under Captain William Humphrey in Col. Jeremiah Olney’s Regiment.  He was discharged December 19, 1782 in Saratoga, NY.  He was called five feet, ten inches tall, with grey hair and light complexion.  He was pensioned in 1818.  Biography: July 1982, TRRRFH Vol. 2 #3 Page 29.  Federal census; 1790, North Kingstown, Washington, Rhode Island.  Pension: April 28, 1818.  State Census: 1774, North Kingstown, Rhode Island.

Children of Roger Rathbun and Mary Eldred:

1. Mary b. January 25, 1764 in N. Kingstown; d. September 1, 1821 in Newport, Newport, RI; m. Job Lawton 1785; b. November 23, 1764 in Dartmouth, Mass.  

2. Samuel b. 1766 in N. Kingstown; d. July 1809 in Larkin Pond, S. Kingstown, RI of a drowning; married Sarah Knowles 1792; b. about 1770; d. aft. 1820.  Notes: This family is not covered by Cooley.  Samuel drowned in Larkin Pond.  Biography: July 1984, TRRRFH Vol. 4 #3 Page 45.  Notes for Sarah: Fed. Cens 1820, S. Kingstown.

3. Abigail b. 1772 in N. Kingstown; m. _____ Brown.

4. Rebecca b. 1774 in N. Kingstown; m. _____ Tumball

5. Sarah b. 1776; m. _____ Wilcox

6. James b. 1780 in N. Kingstown; d. January 1, 1806 in N. Kingstown. 

7. John b. January 4, 1783 in N. Kingstown; d. August 19, 1859 in Berlin Center, Rensselaer, NY; married Elizabeth Babcock February 24, 1804 in Berlin.  

8. Benedict Eldred b. 1785 in N. Kingstown; d. October 5, 1822 in Durham, Washington, Ohio; m. Frances ____ bef. 1810.  Notes: He moved to Belpre, Ohio by 1816 where he died the first victim of a flu epidemic which hit the area that year.  He left a sizeable estate.  His will contained the strange stipulation that his wife’s share of his estate, if she remarried, should revert to John Lawton Briggs of Newport, RI.  Biography: July 1984, TRRRFH Vol. 4 #3 Page 45.   Federal Census: 1800Washingotn County, RI

9. Henry b. 1788 n. N. Kingstown; d. aft. 1808.  Note: He went to sea.

Generation 7

Samuel Rathbun b. July 1, 1702 I New Shoreham, Newport, FI; d. February 1786 in North Kingstown.  He was the son of Thomas Rathbun and Mary Dickens.  He married Abigail Eldred April 13, 1725 in N. Kingstown.   Abigail Eldred b. March 13, 1702/03 in N. Kingstown; died after Feb. 1786 in N. Kingstown.  She was the daughter of John Eldred and Margaret Holden.   Notes: Samuel was admitted a freeman in N. Kingstown in May 1730 and was town clerk in 1744.  His will, dated 1770 was proved February 1785/86.  Cooley listed a son, Samuel, who married Mercy Brown and a daughter, Mary.  There is no proof of these two at this time.  Birth Certificate; New Shoreham town book #I-349.  State census; 1774, N. Kingstown.  Will: between 1770-February 1786, N. Kingstown.  

Children of Samuel Rathbun and Abigail Eldred:

1. Barbara b. 1726 in N. Kingstown; d. 1818 in N. Kingstown; m. John Vaughn 1746 in N. Kingstown; b. July 18, 1721 in Portsmouth, Newport, RI; d. bef. November 28, 1791 in Scituate, Providence, RI.  Note: Will: Bet. July 12, 1812-February 21, 1818, Scituate Probate #4 Page 482-483.  Note on John Vaughn: Will: November 28, 1791, Scituate Probate Book 8 Pages 381-383.  

2. Abigail b. 1728 in N. Kingstown; m. ____ Yaw. 

3. Sarah b. 1730 in N. Kingtown; d. bef. 1770 in Plainfield, Windham, CT; married Abner Wilbur February 8, 1753 in N. Kingstown; b. 1730 in Little Compton, Newport, RI; d. March 3, 1814 in CT

4. Margaret b. 1732 in N. Kingstown; m. Samuel Haven January 3, 1754 in Exeter, Washington, RI.

5. Thomas b. 1734 in N. Kingstown; d. bef. July 31, 1762 in NYC, NY; m. #1 Hannah Dawley, 1758, N. Kingstown; d. bet. 1759-1760;m. #2 Mary Waldron December 31, 1760 in NYC, NY. Notes: He was a mariner by the late 1750’s and was lost at sea during the French and Indian War.  Biography:  July 1982, TRRRFH Vol. 2 #3 Page 44.

6. John b. 1737 in N. Kingstown; d. June 1, 1819 in N. Kingstown; m. Hannah Eldred in N. Kingstown; b. July 1734 in N. Kingstown; d. June 10, 1821 in N. Kingstown.  Notes:  John was an ensign in the North Kingstown militia in 1765.  He and Hannah were baptized as adults on July 23, 1796 at the First Baptist Church in N. Kingstown.  He served as sergeant under Captain David Herrenton in Col. Charles Dyer's Rhode Island regiment from November 8 to December 8, 1777.  His will was probated in N. Kingstown in 1819.  He was buried in the Rathbun Cemetery on Hatchery Road in N. Kingstown.  Biography: July 1982, TRRRFH Vol. 2 #3 Page 44.  Federal census: 1790 N. Kingstown.  State census: 1774 N. Kingstown (Hence referred to as NK, RI)

7. Roger b. 1742 in NK,RI; d. March 19, 1833 in NK; m. #2 Margaret Card October 23, 1806 in NK.

8. Anthony b. 1744 in NK; d. March 8, 1821 in NK; m. #1 Elizabeth Brown November 7, 1771 in NK, b. April 1752 in NK; d. 1783 in NK; m. #2 Penelope Brown bef. 1787; b. December 16, 1755 in NK; d. November 30, 1837 in NK.  Notes: He served in December 1777, January 1778, July and August 1778 under Captain Joshua Davis in Col. Charles Dyer’s RI Regiment.  Anthony’s will was proved in NK on March 14, 1821.  It is partially burned.  Biography: July 1982 TRRRFH Vol. 2 #3 page 45.  Death notice: Rhode Island American.  Fed. Census 1790 NK.  Will: March 14, 1821 NK.

9. Mary b. 1747 in NI; d. in NK young.

Generation 8

Thomas Rathbun b. 1657 in Dorchester, Suffolk Mass.; died December 26, 1733 in New Shoreham, Newport, RI.  He was the son of John Rathbun and Margaret Acres.  He married Mary Dickens August 21, 1685 in New Shoreham.   Mary was born 1664 in Newport, Newport, RI; d. before October 30, 1717 in New Shoreham.  She was the daughter of Nathaniel Dickens.  Notes: Thomas was very active in the local affairs of New Shoreham.  He served as a deputy I the RI General Assembly in 1699, 1700, 1703, 1705, 1711, 1717, 1730, and 1731.  He was elected constable in 1685.  In 1702, he was named to help audit the general treasurer’s accounts in the General Assembly.  In 1707 he was awarded by the town council to build an animal pound.  He was a townsman in 1701 and 1702 and a second townsman in 1692.  On May 31, 1699 he bought land in Poughkeepsie, New York that later would be in the possession of his daughters.  He was a slave owner.  He was an active member of the militia.  He was a sergeant in 1685, a lieutenant in 1699 and a captain by 1704.  He was called Captain Rathbun the rest of his life.  The town council meeting of June 4, 1683 refers to the “evil proceedings of the servant of Thomas Rathbun who not long since abused an Irishman called Samuel Owings, striking him.  Biography: 1882, History of Dutchess County, New York by James H. Smith Page 362.  Buried: Old Cemetery, New Shoreham, RI.  Will: November 16, 1733, New Shoreham Land Evidence Volume 2 Page 240.

Children of Thomas Rathbun and Mary Dickens:

1. Margaret b. January 17, 1685/86 in New Shoreham, d. February 1769 in Exeter, Washington, RI; m. John Rathbun 1708 in NK; b. January 9, 1683/84 in New Shoreham; d. bef. September 11, 1759 in NK.  Note: Birth Certificate: New Shoreham Town Book #I-349.  Note for John Rathbun: He was admitted a freeman on Block Island in 1708 as John Rathbun, Jr.  By 1727, he had moved his family to NK according to the will of his father.  His will was written August 23, 1759 and proved in Exeter, RI September 11, 1759.  His estate valued at 3,472 pounds included a “Negro man Newport” valued at 1,000 pounds who was left to his wife until her death or remarriage, when the slave was to be sold and the money divided among his children. Biography: October 1981, TRRRFH Vol. 1 #4 Page 61.  Birth Certificate: January 19, 1683/84, New Shoreham Town Book #1-88.  Inventory: Septmenber 11, 1759, Exeter RI Town Council and Probate Vol. 2 1756-1764 page 59. Will: Bet. August 23-Sept. 11, 1759, Exeter, RI Book 2:62  4:66.

2. Mary b. November 24, 1687 in New Shoreham; d. abt. 1709; m. Thomas Dodge about 1706; b. January 23, 1683/84 in New Shoreham; d. July 14, 1755 in Cow Neck, Long Island, NY.  Notes: Birth Certificate: New Shoreham Town Book #I-349

3. Patience Rathbun, born November 14, 1690 in New Shoreham; d. June 21, 1756 in Exeter; m. Benjamin Bentley; b. 1690 in NK; d. aft. April 17, 1757 in Exeter.  Note: Birth Certificate: New Shoreham Town Book #I-349.

4. Content b. January 17, 1691/92 in New Shoreham; m. Samuel Eldred; d. aft. August 29, 1744.

Thomas b. January 29, 1694/95 in New Shoreham; d. aft. 1756; m. Lydia Mott October 7, 1715 in New Shoreham; b. March 18, 1696/97 in New Shoreham; d. aft. 1747.  Notes: Thomas was admitted a freeman on Block Island in May of 1720.  In 1719, his father gave him “for parental love and affection” 93 acres and a home on the island.  He moved to the mainland before 1744 when he was listed from Exeter.  He was called a yeoman on November 9, 1747.  By 1756, he had moved back to the island as he was called in New Shoreham records “Thomas Rathbun, late of Exeter”.  He sold liquor for three months in 1756 with permission from the local government.  He was our family “first doctor”.  He was a typical “herb doctor”.  His death cannot be located.  

5. Sarah b. April 1, 1698 in New Shoreham; d. May 21, 1798 in Killingsworth, Middlesex, CT; m Jonathan Rathbun 1720 in New Shoreham; b. November 25, 1688 in New Shoreham; d. May 21, 1773 in Lyme, New London, Ct.   Notes for Jonathan: He was left land in Lyme by his father as was his brother, William under the same conditions to care for the parents and with Jonathan he “was to pay his sister, Eleanor, 10 pounds at the age of 22.”  Jonathan died in 1773.  His will, written in 1760 and proved June 8, 1773, left his Negro slave, Mingo, to his wife, Sarah.

6. Elizabeth b. March 13, 1699/00 in New Shoreham; d. aft. 1760 in Crumb Elbow, Dutchess Cty, NY; m. John Gay February 14, 1719/20 in New Shoreham; b. 1697; d. 1759 in Crumb Elbow.

7. Samuel b. July 1, 1702 in New Shoreham; d. February 1786 in NK; m. Abigail Eldred April 13, 1725 in NK.  

John was born on May 29, 1705 in New Shoreham; died before Oct. 5, 1781 in Exeter; married #1 Experience Mott January 1, 1725/26 in New Shoreham; born October 27, 1705 in New Shoreham; d. bef. July 31, 1755 in Exeter; m. #2 Mary Ross July 31, 1755 in Exeter; b. in England.  Notes:  John was admitted as a freeman in New Shoreham in April 1734.  About February 1749, he sold land on the Island and moved to Exeter.  He owned land in Exeter and West Greewich.  John married second Mary Ross who was called not of good character.  She had lived in Boston one year in 1743, then to Braintree, MA for nearly two years and then to Newport for two years.  Following that shemoved to the home of John Rathbun.  His will was written February 26, 1781 and proved in Exeter, RI October 5, 1781.  

8. Syble d. bef. 1744 in New Shoreham; m. #1 Hezekiah Wilcox; b. April 4, 1704 in Westerly, Washington, RI; d. February 10, 1730/31 in New Shoreham; b. 1700 in New Shoreham; d. January 25, 1749/50 in New Shoreham.  

Generation 9

John Rathbun b. March 1629/30 in Prescott Parrish, County Lancashire, England; d. bef. October 6, 1702 in New Shoreham.  He was the son of Thomas Rathbone and Alice _______.  He married Margaret Acres about 1654 in County Lancashire, England.  Margaret Acres b. September 1633 in Prescott Parrish, County Lancashire, England; d. aft. September 15, 1716 in New Shoreham.  She was the daughter of Thomas Acres and Margery Houghton.  Notes:  The Rathbone Genealogy compiled by John C. Cooley was published in 1898.  For many years, family historians have accepted Cooley’s version of the family’s earliest generations.  However, by the 1940’s many found that they could not prove what Cooley had stated in his genealogy.  Much research was done most by Frank H. Rathbun of Fairfax, Virginia. He established the current thinking on the early records of the family as we know it today in his publication from 1981 to 1996 of the Rathbun, Rathbone, Rathburn Family Historian.  

John Rathbun was raised in Ditton, County Lancashire and married in the area to Margaret Acres, the daughter of Thomas Acres, a neighbor of the Rathbones.  It would appears that after being left a small sum of money from his father’s estate in 1654 he left England with his bride and settled in Dorchester, Mass. Where others from Country Lancashire had settled.  His name first appeared in the American records when he was listed among 12 Massachusetts men who met at the Roxbury home of Dr. John Alcock to consider the purchase of Block Island, a small island twelve miles off the coast of Rhode Island.  In 1658, the possession of Block Island was transferred from the Colony of Massachusetts to private individuals with its sale of Richard Bellingham, Daniel Dennison, John Endicott and William Hawthorn (Hawthore).  They in turn made the last transfer of land as a whole to the company of twelve men who met at Dr. Alcock’s.  According to the New Shoreham town books, a barque was built to transport the cattle to the island.  A shallop was built by Samuel Deering and Simon Ray who,  no doubt charged the others for the transportation to the island.  The families met in Taunton for the trip to New Shoreham in April 1661. John was listed as a freeman of New Shoreham in 1664.  He represented New Shoreham in the Rhode Island General Assembly for five years.  In 1685, he was a member of the Crown Party, which supported King James’ order vacating the Rhode Island colonial charter.  He signed with his mark “JR”.  That same year, Kings James was overthrown during the Glorious Revolution and the Crown Party was out of favor in Rhode Island.   It appears that during his political career he kept a home on the mainland in Newport.  In 1674, he was living in Hammersmith, a section of Newport.  He returned to Block Island about 1685.  In 1702 he was listed as a proprietor of the town wharf in Newport.  

Block Island was invaded by a French privateer in July of 1698.  The invaders asked some of the islanders who had money and they directed them to John Rathbun.  At the Rathbun home, the invaders seized John, Jr. who they tied, stripped to the waist and whipped.

John’s will was dated February 12, 1702 at Block Island described him as a “yeoman”.  Although listed of Block Island, the inventory of his estate indicates he considered Newport his principal home.  He conducted some sort of business there as his will referred to a “shop” there.   His will was probated October 16, 1702.  He named his wife, Margaret; sons John, William, Joseph, Samuel and Thomas; daughters Sarah, Margaret and Elizabeth and grandchildren John, son of John and John, son of William.  The will was witnessed by James Welch and Roger Dickens (Book 1 Page 285).  His widow survived him at least fourteen years as in March of 1716 as “widow and relict (means widow) of John Rathbun, deceased” she made a deposition on Block Island regarding properties.

John was baptized in the Anglican Church in England.  He may have been a Quaker in Newport as his son’s birth is registered in Quaker records there.  He was a slave owner as he left a slave to his son, Thomas at his death.  (Research by Frank M. Rathbun of Fairfax, Virginia)

Children of John Rathbun and Margaret Acres

1. John b. 1655 in Dorchester, Suffolk, MA; d. bef. March 1, 1722/23 in New Shoreham; m. # 2 Anna ____ November 11, 1686 in Rochester, now NK; d. Aft. October 25, 1725 in New Shoreham.  Notes:  He moved to Block Island as a child with his parents.  His marriage to his first wife took place on Block Island but the  name of his wife is not legible in the records.  John was admitted a freeman in May of 1684 and was on the freeman list as late as May 5, 1696.  He represented New Shoreham in the Rhode Island General Assembly servicing as late as 1696.  On April 1717 he testified in court in relation to the difficulties arising from the French privateers who were operating off the coast of Rhode Island.  On December 13, 1698, Betsey, the daughter of “Great James” and his wife, Jane, was bound to John as an indentured servant for eighteen years.  He was mentioned in a deed of another as early as January 29, 1708 in Westerly, RI.  John, of Block Island, bought land from the Colony agents in Westerly on September 29, 1708.  After the death of his first wife, it appears that John had an affair with his nineteen-year old cousin, Margary Acres.  When Margary married Daniel Tosh in 1685, Margary already had a six - month old son, Acres Tosh.  In 1717, a Rhode Island court upheld a claim that Acres Tosh was illegally in possession of Tosh property on the grounds that he was Margary’s illegitimate sone by John Rathbun.  The claimant, Penelope Tosh Hollaway, produced a witness, Sarah Fuller, who testified she had seen Acres’ mother “Abed with John Rathbun”.  His will is on file in New Shoreham.  He mentions his wife, Ann; his eldest son Jonathan who had his portion; John; Benjamin; Nathaniel and Thomas (the last five under 21) and daughters, Mercy, who had had her portion at marriage and Ann who had received 30 pounds.  The witnesses to the will were Nath’Ray, Mary Ray, Anne Willson and Simon Ray II.  The will was written on May 8, 1720 and probated on March 9, 1722/23.  Biography: April 1981, TRRRFH Vol. 1 #2 Page 28.  

2. Thomas was born 1657 in Dorchester, Suffolf, MA; d. December 26, 1733 in New Shoreham; m. #1 Mary Dickens August 21, 1685 in New Shoreham; m. #2 Mary Nixon October 30, 1717 in Boston.  

3. Sarah, b. June 10, 1659 in Dorchester; d. April 6, 1718 in Newport, RI; m. #1 Samuel George December 20, 1678 in New Shoreham; b. April 12, 1651 in Braintree, Suffolk,MA; d. April 12, 1692 in New Shoreham; m. #2 John Mitchell bef. January 6, 1692/93 in New Shoreham; b. 1664; d. bef. 1708 in Newport, RI. Notes: After her second marriage, her brother, Thomas took over the George family property on Block Island in trust for her two daughters by Samuel George.  Sarah, listed “Sarah Mitchell of Newport, widow” bought land in Newport, RI in 1708. Her will was probated in Newport on April 22, 1718.  She named John and Mehitable in her will. Notes for Samuel George: Samuel was called deceased in the will of his father written on January 6, 1692.  On January 9, 1689, Samuel with his parents sold land in New Shoreham to John Banning.  Sarah, his wife, and his father-in-law, John Rathbun were witnesses to this transaction.

4. William, b. 1661 in Dorchester, MA; d. bef. October 30, 1727 in Westerly, Washington, RI; m. Sarah ____ December 18, 1680 in New Shoreham.  Notes: William was elected a surveyor of fences in 1686 and constable in 1688.  He served on an inquest jury in 1692.  He was made a freeman of Block Island in 1684 and of the RI Colony in 1696.  He received sixty acres of land from his parents on Block Island on May 2, 1693.  He later sold this land to his two sons, William and Jonathan.   In 1717 and 1718 he sold part of his land on Block Island.  He sold the final piece of property on May 28, 1726 and shortly thereafter moved to Westerly, RI.  He had a 90-acre farm at his death.  He was a slave owner as he left in his will a slave, Jenny, to his son, Ebenezer.

5. Margaret, b. 1663 in New Shoreham; d. aft. February 1743/44 in New Shoreham; m. Thomas Mitchell bef. 1682 in New Shoreham; b. 1660 in Plymouth or Duxbury, Plymouth, MA; d. abt. 1740 in New Shoreham.  Note for Thomas Mitchell: He was the grandson of Francis Cooke of the Mayflower.’

6. Joseph b. 1667 in New Shoreham; d. August 8, 1749 in Exeter, Washington, RI; married Mary Mosher May 19, 1691 in New Shoreham; b. 1673 I Portsmouth, Newport, RI; d. aft. December 26,  1748 in Exeter.

7. Elizabeth b. 1670 in New Shoreham; d. aft. August 14, 1747 in Tiverton, Bristol, RI; m. Nicholas Mosher in RI.  Note: The Mosher Genealogy does not have Elizabeth Rathbun as the wife of Nicholas Mosher.  Ours is only secondary proof.  First is the connection between the Rathbun and Moser family to begin with.  John Rathbun did not list the married names of his daughters in his will.  Elizabeth was alive in 1702 when  his will was written.  The cattle ear-marks of Elizabeth Rathbun and Nicholas Mosher are “combined”.  What I mean is that Elizabeth’s mark is such that if she did marry Nicholas, Nicolas just added some to her mark to get his mark.  Easy to take over her stock with his new mark.  Nicholas was in Dartmouth as late as 1713 and in Tiverton as early as 1728.  His will was dated March 11, 1747 names his wife; sons Hugh, Joseph, Thomas, and Nicholas; daughters Mary Allen, Elizabeth Tripp, Mercy Shreve, Receckah Willcocks and Margaret Tabor and granddaughter Sarah Pope.  In completing the first five generations of the family of John Rathbone all branches, I just entered the children of Nicholas and Elizabeth Rathbone Mosher.  

8. Samuel b. August 8, 1672 in Newport; d. January 24, 1757 in New Shoreham; m. Patience Coggeshall November 3, 1692 in New Shoreham; b. August 13, 1669 in Newport RI; d. August 3, 1747 in New Shoreham.  

Generation 10

Thomas Rathbone baptized January 9, 1595 in Farnworth Chapel, Prescott, County Lancashire, England.  He was the sone of Thomas Rathbone and Grace Coppowe.  He married Alice ___ April 13, 1616 in Farnworth Chapel.  He was a shoemaker in the hamlet of Hough Green, in Ditton Township,  about  two miles from Farnworth Chapel.  The estate inventory of Thomas mentioned a shop containing shoes, leather and things belonging to a shoemaker.  His will mentioned his “new house” and a “garden and stockyard” and “two cows, one heifer, one little calf and one mare”.  

Children of Thomas Rathbone and Alice ___:

1. Thomas b. January 10, 1622/23 in Farnworth Chapel; d. aft. February 1653/54.

2. Grace b. February 18, 1625/26 in Farnworth Chapel; m. John Heward November 27, 1673 in Farnworth Chapel.

3. John, b. March 1629/30  in Prescott Parrish, England; d. bef. October 6, 1702 in New Shoreham; m. Margaret Acres about 1654 in County Lancashire, England.  

4. William b. November 8, 1632 in Farnworth Chapel; d. February 1632/33 in Farnworth Chapel.  

5. Mary b. June 4, 1634 in Farnworth Chapel; d. aft. 1654.

Ailes b. 1640 in Farnworth Chapel; d. after 1654

Generation 11

Thomas Rathbone b. December 28, 1566 in Farnworth Chapel; d. November 7, 1623 in Farnworth Chapel.  He was the sone of William Rathbone and ________.  He married Grace Coppowe October 13, 1588 in Farnworth Chapel.  She was the daughter of John Coppowe.

Children of Thomas Rathbone and _____:

1. Margaret b. March 3, 1588/89 at FC; d. bef. March 8, 1594/95 in FC

2. William b. August 14, 1591 in FC; d. April 1660 in Ditton, Prescott, County Lancashire, England; m. Margaret Johnson

3. Margaret b. March 8, 1594/95 in FC

4. Thomas b. January 9, 1595/96 in FC; d. February 1653/54 in Ditton; married Alice ______ April 13, 1616 in FC

5. Ellen b. November 14, 1600 in FC

Generation 12

William Rathbone b. about 1538; d. June 8, 1597 in Ditton.  

Children of William Rathbone:

1. William b. October 18, 1562 in FC; d. October 20, 1562 in FC

2. Thomas b. August 30, 1563 in FC; d. FC young

3. Thomas b. December 28, 1566 in FC; d. November 7, 1623; m. Grace Coppowe October 13, 1588 in FC

